IN THE TRANSIT WORLD, ROLLING
STOCK ORDERS ARE ROLLING IN

Amtrak and several large transit
agencies are modernizing their fleets.
And smaller transit agencies are
building new lines and expanding
service.That's added up to a steady
stream of rolling stock orders during the
past year.

In July 2010, Amtrakinked its first
deal under an $11 billion long-range
fleet renewal program:a $298.1 million
contract for 130 single-level cars from
CAF USA Inc.that will be used on long-
distance trains. Three months later,
the railroad awarded a $466 million
contract to Siemens to supply 70
electric locomotives capable of reaching
speeds up to 125 mph.The units will
replace existing conventional electric
locomotives operating on the Northeast
Corridor. Deliveries are scheduled to
beginin FY2013.

Next up: an order for 40 Acela
passenger coaches. Amtrak has
requested $2.22 billion in its FY2012
budget for the vehicles, which would
enable the railroad to expand Acela
train lengths from six cars to eight.
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San Francisco’s Bay Area Rapid
Transit (BART) is gearing up for a hefty
fleet-replacement program, as well.

The agency plans to replace its entire
fleet of 669 vehicles, which have beenin
service since BART launched operations
in1972.

BART has received proposals
from Alstom Transport, Bombardier
Transportation, CAF USA Inc,, China
South Locomotive and Rolling Stock
Corp.Ltd. and Hyundai Rotem USA
Corp.The agency is expected to award
a contract for the new cars — totaling
more than $3 billion — later this year.

Whatis BART looking forinits
new fleet? Cars need to not only be
comfortable and reliable, but be able to
handle a growing number of passengers
and facilitate faster boarding at stations,
according to a BART information sheet
about its fleet-replacement plans.

IN THE WINDY CITY...

The Chicago Transit Authority (CTA)
is in the throes of a large-scale fleet
renewal, too.In 2006, the authority
awarded a contract to Bombardier to
build 200 rail cars; CTA later exercised
an option to purchase another 206
cars.The authority currently is testing
prototypes of the vehicles on various
lines.

Fellow Chicago transit agency Metra
is waiting on new vehicles of its own.In
September 2010, the agency ordered
160 bi-level electric passenger cars
from Sumitomo Corp. of America and
car builder partner Nippon Sharyo Ltd.
The cars,valued at $560 million, are
scheduled to be delivered between late
2012 and mid-2015.

The new vehides will be similar to
26 gallery-type bi-level electric cars
that Sumitomo and Nippon Sharyo
delivered to Metra in 2005 and 2006,
says agency spokeswoman Meg
Thomas-Reile.

Meanwhile, the Washington
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority
placed an order in July 2010 for 427
7000 series rail cars from Kawasaki Rail
Car Inc.The vehicles will replace some of
the agency’s 1000 series cars.

Also in the Northeast, MTA Metro-
North Railroad is taking delivery of
380 M-8 electric cars being built by
Kawasaki.The first cars entered service
in March 2011 and deliveries are
scheduled to be complete by May 2014,
says agency spokeswoman Marjorie
Anders.

Sister agency MTA Long Island Rail
Road plans to order up to 488 M-9 cars

During the next several years, the
Utah Transit Authority plans to
open a handful of new light-rail
lines.That's why the agency has
ordered 77 light-rail vehicles from
Siemens.

over the course of its next two capital
programs:2010-2014 and 2015-2019.
For transit agencies that are adding
or launching new service, purchasing
new vehicles is most often a must.
During the next five years, Sound
Transit plans to purchase three
locomotives and four to 10 cab and/
or passenger cars.The agency already
has ordered 27 light-rail vehicles from
Kinkisharyo, which are scheduled to
be delivered by year's end, says Sound
Transit spokesman Bruce Gray.

SUPER-SIZED

To accommodate ridership growth
as well as passengers with disabilities,
Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART)
continues to install low-floor inserts
on its light-rail trains. Manufactured by
Kinkisharyo, the inserts — which are
placed between two light-rail vehicles
— allow for level boarding and can
accommodate up to 25 more passengers
per train. DART previously converted
115 trains into the so-called Super Light
Rail Vehicles, and now is adding the
inserts to another 48 trains.

The Utah Transit Authority continues
to take delivery of 77 low-floor light-rail
vehicles from Siemens that will operate
on several new lines the agency is
building.5o far, 60 vehicles have been
delivered, and the remainder should
be delivered later this year, says agency
spokesman Gerald Carpenter.

Finally, Minnesota’s Metropolitan
Council awarded a $120.2 million
contract to Siemens in August 2010
to build 31 low-floor light-rail vehicles
for the Central Corridor, a light-rail line
scheduled to open between downtown
Minneapolis and downtown St. Paul in
2014.The agency also ordered 10 light-
rail cars for the Hiawatha light-rail line.

— Angela Cotey



